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Nicaragua: Government Confirms Plans To Reorganize
Police
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, August 14, 1992
On Aug. 7, Interior Minister Alfredo Mendieta told reporters that National Police chief Rene Vivas,
together with 12 other top level police leaders, will be removed from their posts in early September.
The 13 officials are members of the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN). Mendieta said
that formal announcement of the change in police leadership would take place on Sept. 5, 13th
anniversary of the formation of the Sandinista Police (renamed National Police). Mendieta, who
declined to reveal the name of Vivas' replacement, said that a civilian will be appointed to the new
post of deputy interior minister for police affairs. Mendieta rejected charges that reorganization of
the police had been subject to negotiations with the FSLN. Mendieta's statements confirmed rumors
which had been circulating in Managua during the previous week. [Agreements to maintain FSLN
members in the leadership posts of the police and army were contained in the Transition Protocol.
The accord was signed by representatives of the incoming and outgoing administrations shortly
after the FSLN's 1990 electoral defeat.] On Aug. 6, FSLN National Assembly deputy William Ramirez
called the move to reorganize the police "dangerous and risky." Ramirez added that the FSLN had
information which indicated the decision to remove the police leadership was taken in response
to pressures on the administration of President Violeta Chamorro by the Bush administration.
Ramirez indicated that the 13 officials involved had adopted a "mature and reasoned" attitude
regarding their situation, but he cautioned that the attitude of rank and file police toward the
new leadership was "unpredictable." Ramirez said he was not opposed to the changes as such,
but that the process of removing police leaders should have been done in a more "gradual and
ordered" manner. He indicated that if the new police leadership attempts to confront popular
protests with repressive measures, "there will be a strong, well-organized resistance" by the
population. Also on Aug. 6, police sources told reporters from the Inter Press Service news agency
that Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo had informed Vivas earlier in the week that Washington
had conditioned the release of US aid to Nicaragua on his removal. According to the sources,
US Secretary of State James Baker demanded Vivas' removal as a condition for release of the aid
during a meeting with Lacayo in late July. On Aug. 7, the Sandinista Assembly met in emergency
session to debate a response to changes in the police leadership. Participants rejected US pressures
and intromission in the restructuring process, but indicated that the FSLN would not resist the
changes. On Aug. 8, FSLN secretary general Daniel Ortega criticized the move as "politically
motivated," noting that the 13 were removed because they "think like Sandinistas," not because of
any shortcomings in their performance as police or because of having failed to obey orders issued
by the Chamorro government. Other Sandinista leaders, including William Ramirez, adopted a
harsher stance, indicating that since the government had violated terms of the Transition Protocol,
the FSLN can no longer be expected to uphold the commitments it made to the incoming Chamorro
administration. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 08/06/92; Agence France-Presse, 08/06/92, 08/07/92;
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE, 08/07/92)
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